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A NOVENA 

TO 

Our Lady of Lourdes. 



THE objeft of this publication is to 
further in fome degree devotion 
towards our Bleffed Lady of 
Lourdes. Lourdes is a town in the fouth 
01 >n the neighbourhood of Pan, 

ana has become one of the moft famous 
flgnmages of our day. It was upon a 
wge rock near Lourdes that the Virgin 
Mother appeared feveral times in the year 
'«58 to a little peafant girl named Ber- 
^tte, and mowed her a fpring which, 
ifluing from beneath the rock, has never 
ceafed to flow from that day to this, and 



2 Preface. 

to work miraculous cures. A full account 

of the hiftory of the MgWrf 
has been publifhed lately by Mr. Law or 
Ta work entitled : " Pilgrimages tn the 
PyreZ and the Land*? and to wh,ch 

^;1X rC S blefs the following 
Pr ^s which have been written m honou 
of His Holy Mother, and may He co 
defcend to pour the abundje H» 
grace into our hearts, through Her m 
loving interceflion. A W , E 
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The Holy Names. 



JESUS, Mary, names of wonder, 
Bear fuch myflery in their Sound ; 
Once great Healer of the nations, 
Born of Virgin lily-crowned ! 

Jesus, Mary, names of forrow, 

Speak of Calvary and pain, 
Where the cup of mingled anguifh, 

Son and Mother (looped to drain. 

Jesus, Mary, names of gladnefs 
Make the Eafter hours fo gay ! 

When the Saviour in His rifing 
Wiped His Mother's tears away. 

Jesus, Mary, names of comfort, 
Fill the miner's heart with grace, 

Bright'ning with their twofold meaning 
Every forrow-darkened face. 

Jesus, Mary, names of fweetnefs, 
Waft their odour from above, 

Where the Angels, clad in white robes, 
Through the heavenly garden rove. 




The Holy Names. 

Jesus, Mary, names of glory, 
Their very echo, 'tis fo fweet, 

Sets the angelic choir a-finging. 
Round the Eternal Saviour's feet. 

Do not they who catch tte m* 
Long with God's own Saints to fee 

That fleet Balm which heals in Gilead, 
That fweet Virgin's purity ? 
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The First Day. 



A muliere initium factum eft peccati, et per illam omnes 
morimur.— From woman came the beginning of Jin, 
and it is through her that we all die. Ecclus. xxv., 33. 

IT is through the fin of Eve that all the miferies 
of life were brought into this world. Sick- 
nefs, depreffion, and pain owe their origin to 
this alone. "Man that is born of woman, liveth 
but for a little while and is filled with many mife- 
ries." {Job. xiv., 1.) The difobedience of our firft 
mother has involved us in continual forrow. The 
facred Scripture expre(Tes clearly the woes which 
the human heart has inherited from the days of 
the fall. " My foul is weary of my life," cries holy 
Job (x., i), and David complains that his tears 
have been his meat; day and night: Fuerunt mthi 
lacrymae meae panes die ac notte. (Pf> xli-» 4-) 
Again, he prays that God will not turn his face 
from him, becaufe he is in tribulation : quoniam 
tnbulor {Pf. lxviii., 18.) Such are the groanings of 
our fuffering race and the refults of Original Sin. 
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MY GOD, I a miferable child of Eve, I too 
W fhare the forrows of the human race. Bull 
fa£ that Thou art merciful and that Thou wft 
not try us above our ftrength. I caft my^o 
Thine arms, befeeching Thee to help m t « 
to Thy will, whatever it may be my lot to fuffer. 
Crucified Jef^us. Thou haft fuffered for me, .t >s my 
will to fuffer for Thee. 



Spiritual Communion. 

OMYJefu S ,IloveTheeaboveaUthings,atleaft, 
I defirefo to love Thee. Smce > I »J 
receive Thee Sacramentally, come at 
into my heart. I embrace Thee as Thou w « 
already come ; I unite myfelf wholly to Thee. 
Never fuffer me to be feparated from Thee . 



Conclude by repeating the Litanies of the Holy 
Virgin. 
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Lady of Lourdes. 



In me omnis fpes vitae. — In Me is all hope of life. 
Ecclus. xxiv., 25. 

OH ! how wondrous are thefe words which the 
Church applies to the Mother of Jefus 
Chrift. This morning we contemplated the effects 
of Original Sin, but now we read of its remedy. 
In Mary is all hope of Life. Through her we 
receive the Only Redeemer of the world— Jefus 
Chrift. She is the one Being from whom the Son 
of Righteoufnefs arofe to enlighten the world; 
and juft as the dawn is the fure harbinger of the 
day, so in Mary is fixed the glorious hope of eter- 
nal life. 



MOTHER of Mercy, behold at thy feet a 
wretched finner afflicted with mifery, but 
who places the firmefl confidence in thy prayers. 
St. Bernard affures me that no one has ever had 
recourfe to thee without obtaining relief. I come> 
therefore, confufed at the recollection of my fins, 
yet full of hope. I come to be delivered from the 
load of my wretchednefs, and to obtain [here men- 
tion the /pedal intention of your prayers]. The 
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A Novena to our 



world is full of darknefs and mifery, and I am in 
daily peril of offending God and lofing my foul. 
But thy protection gives me confidence, yes, I 
repeat it, thy protection gives me confidence and 
infpires me with hope. As in Eve we all die, fo in 
thee we all live. Pray for me, that in thee I may 
find life indeed, and find my only happinefs in thy 
Service. To thee will I apply thofe words of Scrip- 
ture and call thee the Mother of holy hope : Ego 
mater fanclae fpei (Ecc. xxiv. 24.) Holy indeed is the 
hope with which thou infpirefl me, for it is the hope 
of feeing my God for all eternity. Pray then, yes, 
pray on, and never ceafe to pray, until Thou feeft me 
fafe in Heaven and free from all danger of fin. 



A t the end of each prayer throughout the Novew 
the Spiritual Communion can be fuitably repeated, 
followed by the Litanies of the Holy Virgin. 
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The Second Day. 



Et abiit (Agar) feditque e regione procul quantum poteft 
arcus jacere : dixit enim : Non videbo morientem 
puerum : et fedens contra, levavit vocem fuam et 
flevit. And Agar departed and fat down a good way 
off, at the dijlance of a bowfhot from the place, forfhe 
/aid: I will not fee my fon die, and fitting oppofte 
him,/he lifted up htr voice and wept. " Gen. xxi. , I o. 

IN the forrows of Agar a faint type may be found 
of the defolation of Mary, the bond-woman 
of Abraham, being expelled from his home, wan- 
dered forth into the defert, and as her only fon 
fank exhaufled with thirft, (he hid herfelf from him 
and wept. This, indeed, was only a faint type of 
the fufferings of the Virgin Mother, for (he not 
only accompanied her fon to death, or heard him 
cry « / Mrft? but finally (he beheld him die in the 
midft of torments. Ifmael's life was faved, and 
the child was reftored to his mother ; but when 
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Mary received Jefus Chrift Into her arms he 

dead. 



PROSTRATE at thy feet, 0 Queen of Martyrs, 
I beg and implore thee to obtain for me a 
great love for thy divine Son. I hear Him cry 
« / thirftV 1 and I well know that it is not for 
water only that He cries, but for the love of His 
creatures. Help me, therefore, to refpond to His 
call, help me to devote my heart to Hisfemce ; and 
fmce thofe that love him muft take up their Oofs and 
fuffer for Him, affift me to do this alfo, 0 Mote 
of forrows. Obtain for me the pardon of my ton* 
a pure confcience, the gift of patience, a dehre oi 
Heaven, but above all the grace to love God. un . 
if I could love Him, how happy I mould be; 
fhould count every earthly thing as drofs in com- 
parifon with Him. Why is life fo tedious, the facn- 
fice of felf-will fo difficult, and the thought offer- 
ing fo horrible ; all becaufe my foul is devoid tit 
charity. I adjure thee, then, through all the milery 
which thou didft endure on Calvary to obtain m 
me the fire of charity which has already inflamed io 
many fouls, and induced them to facrifice every- 
thing to the fervice of Jefus Chrift. Day by day 
find that I put obftacles in the way of His love, but 
to this evil do Thou apply a remedy. Thy prayers 
can make me a faint. Ah ! let it be thy glory for 



Lady of Lourdes. 9 

all eternity that Thou haft turned a miferable (inner 
into a fervent lover of Thy Son. This is my defire 
and my prayer. If it be God's will, obtain alfo for 

me [ ]. O Mary, grant me everything 

neceflary for falvation. Amen, 



Magna eft velut mare contritia tua.— Great as the fea is 
thy forrow. Lam. ii. 13. 

JEREMI AS compares the forrows of the Daugh- 
ter of Sion to the vaft fea, which in all its im- 
menfity has not one drop of water that is not 
bitter. Thus the love of Mary, which was fo deep 
as to pafs our comprehenfion, was faturated with 
bitternefs in contemplating the agonies of her Son. 
But in reward for her fidelity, the Lord has placed 
in her hands innumerable graces which fhe dif- 
perfes to her clients on earth. She obtains health 
both for body and foul, and at her beloved Sanc- 
tuary of Lourdes (he does not ceafe to perform the 
moft glorious miracles, ever heaping on men the 
favours (he has received from God. 
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T TAKEcouragewhenlthinkofth^MoftHoly 

1 Virgin, and find comfort ^Jgfifc 
Well did S. Bonaventure call thee Lno w 

does the Holy Church caj toe Gate fc 
for through thy interceffion I bel lev J 
the good things of the Lord m to lana 
7 ■ Z<> H p, P alas i I am fliut out from tne ugi 
living. Here, alas . <" d dar knefs. 
of my God, and all around is fin ana 
Confole me, then,with the foretaftes of Heaven 
with the thought of parting : one day to me J 
of the wondrous tabernacle, even to the hou 
God; where there is the voice f j^, !( pj_ 
thankfgiving and the Ihout of thofe who WU 
xli, 5.) And as a pledge of eternal joyou ^ 
me my prefent earneft requeft [ 
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The Third Day 



Antequam exires de vulva Sanctificavi te. — Before thy 
birth I/anclified thee. Jeremias i. 5. 

IF it was fitting that the prophet Jeremias mould 
be falsified before his birth (and the Holy 
Ghoft informs us that he was), furely it was alfo 
fitting that the Mother of God fhould be fancli- 
fied at the firft moment of Her Conception. 
But we Chriftians are not left in doubt as to this 
wonderful myftery, for we are bound to believe that 
Mary never inherited the ftain of fin from Her 
parents, but from the very firft moment of Her exif- 
tence me was pure and immaculate. Thus, when 
flie appeared to the humble Bernadette at the 
Grotto of Lourdes, being preffed by the child to 
reveal her name, (he anfwered— " I am the Imma- 
culate Conception." She did not fay, " I am Mary 
Immaculate," but, " I am the Immaculate Concep- 
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tion as if by Her teftimony <he would confirm 
^glorious dogma which had lately been decreed 
as binding on the confcience of us all. 



T MMACULATE Mother of emsT firomttawj 
I firft thou waft without ftam of fin, and thou 
dTdft pafs through life without contraamg 
(lighten fault. I could not dare to addre h e da 
I^knw that thy compaffionfortonos^n^ 
portion to thy holinefs. I was not orJy bom_ ** 
* y foul ftained with the fin of Adam jhat 1 «* 
no" help), but after I had been wafced n Jju 
I finned through my own fault. Mta >J 
m ea maxima culpa. What hone ren*n* • ^ 
then fave in the Paffion of thy Son for H 
alone cleanfeth from fin. I beg and tmp ore * 
therefore, to obtain for me fome of ^thof 
treafures of grace which were merited forme ny 
fufiferingjefus. Obtain for me [ • • • • _ 
the gift of patience, perfeverance m good . «*, 
unfufiied chaftity, and above all the grace of Djnn 
Love. And when my laft hour mail arnve help 
addrefs thee in the words of the Church. Quee 
conceived without original fin, pray for me 
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Ave gratia plena : Dominus tecum : benedicla tu in 
mvdieribus. — Hail, full of grace: the Lord is with 
thee; blejfed art thou amongfl women, S. Luke i. 28. 

GABRIEL, the Archangel, firft gave utterance 
to thefe words, which have been caught up 
by the Church and repeated continually in all parts 
of the world. They contain a declaration of the 
glories of Mary ; ftie is full of grace, for me is the 
Mother of the Author of all grace ; the Lord is with 
her, for fhe is the Spoufe of the Holy Ghoft, the 
beloved of the Eternal Father in whofe eyes fhe 
had found favour (S. Luke i. 30), and the Mother of 
the Incarnate Word. She is bleffed among women, 
for ihe did the will of God more devotedly than 
any other creature. 



WORDS fail me when I try to exprefs the 
devotion I cherifti for thee, O Virgin 
Mother, I can but repeat over and over again — 
" Hail Mary, fulf of grace," they are the words of 
an Archangel, and never to be forgotten. I join 
my voice with that woman's who cried out to Jefus 
Chrift : « Bleffed are the breafts that gave Thee 
fuck." The bleffings of God are heaped upon thee 
not only on account of thy being the Mother of 
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fuch earneftnefs and perfeverance. H*8j» 
is loud in thy praife, for it "P^J^ , 
feaiy united to the Divine wdl . Thou d£ 

fent to the great J^fjf^ I Junto m 
u Beh0 U tke Handed oftke^ k£ J ^ . 

(xix., 25)- Union with God s wUl tr 

mitting to His wiU, I am a ^ f tience , 
it ; fufferings feem intolerable and as o P 

! pr0 fefs it but togp^^Z flrfj* 
warning of Jefus Chnft . Wit j 

of Heaven; and again ™ lZ+hnotfitP 

L* » »*^^£££* 

the kingdom of God. I amai ? d never 
doing j always hankering a fter the w ^ 

rie f nt; 0 w 0 SW^-* 

Ifroamftme I^&Wfc 

one thing ; grant it to me and I mall be attsfie ^ 
let me be ever united to the Divine WJL ^ 
repeat with my laft breath and offer with my * 
heart this Amplication to God: Fiat voluntas 
Thy will be done. 
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The Fourth Day. 



Ecce Mater tua.— Behold thy Mother.— -S. John xix. 27. 

THE Saviour of the world, when on the point 
of expiring, recommended His Mother to the 
care of S. John, and in the words above quoted 
points to Mary as the Mother of His beloved dif- 
ciple, and in his perfon, of the whole of the 
Chriftian race. " Behold thy Mother." With John 
let us regard the Bleffed Virgin as our Mother, 
full of tendernefs towards us, and ready to help us 
in all our neceffities. 



MOTHER of Chrifl, Thou art my mother too. 
By the pains Thou didft endure on Calvary, 
when Jefus Chrift gave His difciple to Thee as a 
fon in place of Himfelf, I beg Thee to obtain for 
me grace to renounce all arTeflions, defires, or 
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pleafures which may hinder me from accomplilMng 
God's wiU. And fince I regard Thee as a Mother- 
2 to confide my whole foul to Thy 

dayTUp Jto the heavenly kingdom, wher 
wtth T^ I may ever praife and glonfy my God 
and Saviour Jefus Chrifl Amen. 



Mulier amufta fole et luna P^j^S* 
ejus corona fteUarum duodecim. A ™ ™^ her 
■lithtke/un, and tie moon 
head a crown 0/ twelve Jtars.-Apx- xu. I. 

MARYandJohn flood overwhelmed with igno- 
miny and forrow at the foot of the toft 
but how different was their meetmg m Heaven 
The Apoftle being rapt in ecftacy behe d _w 
Mother of God crowned with the whole glory 0 
the univerfe, and fays that (lie appeared as a gre 
wonder in Heaven. All her forrow had been tun«» 
into joy, and her patience was rewarded with « 
nal life. So, too, when the humbleft Chriftian fhan 
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have pafled through the trials of life with patience, 
he fhall be crowned in Heaven, and poflefs an ever- 
lafting kingdom. 



GLORIOUS Queen of Heaven, thou art exalted 
above the Angels, and yet thou deignefl to 
vifit poor Turners on earth. At Lourdes thou didft 
vifibly appear to one poor child, but all over the 
world thou doft invifibly refrefh weary fouls with 
divine grace, and obtained for them an increafe of 
virtue. Truly " Thy delight is to be among the 
children of men? Deign then to vifit my heart, to 
confole and enlighten it, for I have grown cold in 
the love of God. Light up within it a defire of 
Heaven, and a ready willingnefs to depart hence, 
fo that when the Lord cometh and knocketh, I may 
at once open to Him, and gladly anfwer His call. 
Help me to fay with S. Paul : " / defire to be dif- 
folved and to be with Chri/i." And as a pledge of 
the eternal glory I hope to obtain, grant me my pre- 
fent earneft requeft. 
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The Fifth Day. 
iMormng* 

Jlain in thee.— -Cant. iv. 7- 

THE beauty which is here mentioned, is the 
beauty of holinefs and grace, with wb h 
Mary was adorned. The Lord gave her *c ^ 
tude^of virtue, and arrayed her in fuch M 
purity, that He Himfelf exclaims, "There is no 
/lain in thee" 

IMMACULATE Virgin, I prefent myfelf at thy 
feet, entreating thee to purify my nn-ftamed 
heart and to render it acceptable to God. inou 
canft change me by thy prayers, do not delay then, 
but haflen to perform thy work of love and pity- 
Let me not go away with my prayer unanfwered. 
Give me [ . . ]. Look too on this our unhappy 
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country of England, which has dilhonoured thy 
Sdti, blafphemed His facraments and hated His 
Church. Pray for our beloved nation, and reftore 
it to the unity of the Holy See. I<hank thee for 
the converfions thou haft already effected; but 
(lay not Thy prayers until Thou fhalt have ob- 
tained from God the return of the whole ifland to 
its ancient religion. If on the interceffion of 
Mofes depended the whole fuccefs of the battle, 
(hall not the deftruclion of herefy in our land de- 
pend upon thine ? Ah, pray for us, indeed, that we 
may be made worthy of the promifes of Chrifl. 



Et nomen Virginis Maria. And the Virgin's name was 
Mary — S. Luke i. 27. 

AFTER the Holy Name of Jefus, there is none , 
which is filled with fuch fweetnefs as that of 
Mary. It is a name which mall live for ever, and 
be for ever infeparably connected with the love of 
Jefus Chrift. " All generations fhall call me 
bUffed? me fays herfelf ; that is, wherever the 
name of Mary fhall be found in the Church, it 
lhall be held in veneration. What a wonderful proof 
of the reality of the Catholic Church, that it alone 
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fulfils this prophefy, fince in it alone is found a 
true reverence for the Mother of God. Many 
heretics cannot endure the name of Mary, they 
would rather put upwithany doftrine of the Church 
than with which ftows Mary as interceding for 
mankind. But it is the glory of the true Church 
to exalt the Mother of Chrift, and to praue : her 
continually all over the world. Truly all genera- 
tions of the Church call her blelfed. 



T 



*HY name, O Mary, is as balm to my fouL 
i Oleum effu/umnomentuum! When weaned 
in the combat which I have daily to Mam agamft 
the powers of hell, I will pronounce thy name i ; tor 
well I know that it is a powerful defence agamft 
the attacks of the foe. Let thy name be con- 
tinually on my lips, -id help me to pronounce it 
with the profoundeft love and veneration. Andlmce 
the honour paid thee by Catholics is a furemanc 
of the true Church, increafe within our breads the 
devotion which we have for thee. The more 
heretics difhonour thee, the more we fhaU deug« 
to magnify thee and exalt thy name. Ah . help 
us fo to imitate thy virtues that Jefus Chrift may 
abide in our hearts— hearts which love fo dearly the 
objeft of His tendereft affeaion-His Virgin 
Mother. 
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The Sixth Day. 



Replevit me amaratudinibus.— He hath filled me with 
bittemefs. Lament iii. 15. 

LOW fpirits are one of the mod terrible fcourges 
wherewith Almightly God afflicts the human 
foul. Proceeding generally as they do from 
weak health, they obfcure the mind, reprefs natural 
energy, and render the heart timid and fretful. 
Like all other afflictions, however, they may be 
turned to our greater welfare ; and vafl merit may 
be acquired by the Chriftian who under depreflion 
does not relax his religious fervour, or diminifti his 
confidence in God. Let us take courage, then, 
and animate ourfelves to fuffer alldefolationsand de- 
preffions of fpirit with the recolleaion of what Jefus 
Chria and His faints endured before they entered into 
their reft. « My foul is forrowful even unto death '» 
are the words of our Redeemer, and the Evange- 
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lifts inform us that the agony or terror which He 
uffered in the garden was 
bloody fweat from His body. Mary hy Her defoia 
tionhas earned for herfelf the Utle of ^eeno 
Martyrs." S.I g natius Loyola,^ «*£ 
was fo depreffed at the recoUea.on of h. to 
he was tempted i to *row mmseU W J ^ 
and thus finifti his life. In a word, ^ 
pleafe God drink more or Ids ^of the chaUc 
folation which Jefus dramed to the <h gs. 
fhort, and in heaven to which we are a 
there is no depreffion or defokton and ^ 
here on earth we experience 
mit to our good God, faying with the poet 

Sweet Lord, I do not afcfor 

^UEEN of Martyrs, I 

() want of courage, for the lead Ae ^° 

O Mother of perpetual fuccour, help thy wr 
child to overcome all natural rmP^ 
regrets which may in any way hinder the J g 
of divine grace in his foul. I read in _the suf 
that thou didft ftand by the Crofs ot tny 
although overwhelmed with forrow thou aiai 
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faint nor fall, but didft (land like a mighty rock in a 
raging fea. Oh ! help me, help me to (land and 
not to fink amid the trials of this life. Queen of 
forrows hear my prayer. 



Qui enim induxit vobis mala, ipfe rurfum adducet vobis 
fempiternam jucunditatem cum falute veftra. — For 
he who brought thefe evils upon you, Jhall grant you 
everlaJUng joy again together with your falvation. — 
Baruch. iv. 29. 



k HElife we lead here upon earth has been com- 



JL pared to a journey through a valley of tears ; 
but the fhortnefs of our pilgrimage is a caufe of 
rejoicing and hope. S. James expreffed this thought 
when he likened our fojourn in the world to a vapour 
which appears for a little while and then vanifties ; 
and holy Job compares it to a (hip that paffes 
by and is feen no more. In the Book of Wifdom 
our life is declared to be like the flight of a bird 
that leaves no mark in the air, or the paffage of an 
arrow that cannot be traced. Fools then indeed 
are they who fin as if they were to live on for ever, 
and thrice happy thofe who, leading a life of 
penance, count the fufferings of the prefent time, 
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as not worthy to be compared to the joys ol 

Heaven. 



IMPRESS upon my foul, 0 holy Mother of Jefus, 
a true fenfe of the fhortnefs of life, that I may 
not fix my heart upon anything in this perifcable 
world. Men think not of eternity, but only of the r 
prefent enjoyments: "They have not knom the 
myfleries of God, neither have they Med/or ^ 
reiardfor righteou/ne/s, nor have they thoughtoj 
the honour due to holy fouls." (W.fd. n. ») J but 
deareR Mary, I defire not to be among this num- 
ber. I defire to pleafe Jefus Chrill and to lead a 
life of penance. Pray for me, then, that : my heart 
may find no reft in the Arable goods of tte 
world. I have only one wilh, which is to obtain he 
true love of God, and to pafs from this fleeting : M 
with my foul burning withdivine charity. In . Heaw 
all the fufferings of this life will be rewarded wi th 
joy, and God who afflias us here, fhall fatisfy* 
by His glorious prefence. Pray, then, for me tnai 
I may enter into His reft. A men. 
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The Seventh Day. 



Omnis gloria ejus filiae regis ab intus, in fimbriis aureis 
circumami&a varietatibus. — All her glory {that is) of 
the king's daughter is from within ; fhe is arrayed in 
golden borders and clothed in divers colours. Pf. xliv. 
14, IS- 

THE fpTendour of Mary's foul is defcribed by 
the Pfalmift as proceeding from within, 
in other words from the divine grace which rilled 
her breaft. When fhe appeared at Lourdes, her 
whole being feemed penetrated with; divine glory ; 
all her glory was from the Holy Ghofl who dwelt 
within her. 



O MARY, tabernacle of, the Holy Ghofl, caft 
your eyes of pity upon the fuppliant^ who 
addreffes you. I defire not the glory or the praife 
of this adulterous world, but I feek only for the 
glory which is from within, the glory of purity and 



26 A Novena to our 

charity. Light up, then, I befeech thee, within 
my foul fuch a flame of divine love that my whole 
being may be ready to do God's will. So by good 
works it (hall be clothed with golden borders and 
robed in divers colours. But, alas ! at prefent l 
am cold and heartlefs ; it is for thee to reftore me 
and fave me. 



4&benfoff. 



Eos qui diligunt illam, diligit Deus.-^^ ***** 
love her. Eccluf. iv. 15- 



w 



THAT is herefaid of wifdom maybe fafelyap- 
V V Plied to Mary the Mother of the Incarnate 
Wifdom, namely that thofe who love Her are loved 
by God. Wherever a real devotion to our Lady > 
found, there will be an intenfe love for Jefus U» 
It is utterly impoffible for the human foul to plea <j 
Mary without alfo pleafing her Son. inus 
heretical England there is fo little religion or 
knowledge of God, becaufe His Mother is hated 
and defpifed. Let us then, at leaft, who belong 
to the true Church, excite within our boiom 
a greater devotion towards the Virgin Mottie, 
that loving her we may attain to a greater love to 
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her Son, and become inftrumental in the converfion 
of our unhappy country. 



0 MOTHER of love and pity, I know that 
thy heart is longing for our falvation, and 
that thou art ever more ready to aflifl us than we 
are to alk for thine aid. I defire to increafe in 
the love of God, and for this purpofe I call upon 
thee, and pay my devotions to thy immaculate 
heart. Love is ftrong as death, and if I could but 
attain to a true affection for Jefus Chrift I mould 
be only too glad to devote my whole life to His 
fervice. It is becaufe my heart is fo cold that I do 
fo little for God. O heavenly advocate, pray for 
me that I may begin at laft to love Him in good 
earneft. Obtain for me my earneft petition for 
which I do fo confidently alk [ ]• I recom- 
mend to thee, alfo this kingdom of England, that it 
may once more honour and love the facred names 
of Jefus and Mary. Obtain zeal for the Clergy and 
Religious Orders, the fire of charity for our Preachers, 
the fpirit of prayer for the laity, and true holinefs 
for the whole Church in our land, fo that heretics 
may feek to be re-united to the Catholic religion, 
and glorify their Father who is in Heaven. 
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The Eighth Day. 

Videte quoniam non foil mih Mjf >™ «"g 
exquirentibus wntatem.-^«*«« ' * ^ tnt H. 
laboured for myfdf, but for all who f** ™ 
Eccluf. xxiv. 47. 
-T- HE Great Mother of ChrifUans did not ^e y 
I work out her own falvation by her prayers 
and ads of obedience to God, but fo was* 
merit Ihe acquired, that Ihe, m a certa.njay, 
cooperated towards our falvat.on. ine 
forrows which <he endured at the foot of the c 
were not to be without efTeO, by them Jhe me* 
grace to be the helper and confoler of all man 
kind. 
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COMFORTRESS of the affliaed and help of 
Chriftians, I know that thou haft a great defire 
for my falvation, and that in Heaven thou art con- 
tinually pleading in my behalf. I take courage when 
I think of this, and I beg thee not to ceafe thy 
prayers until I am refcued from this evil world and 
can no longer run any rilk of offending God. Thou, 
however, prayeft for all finners, and it was at the re- 
demption of the whole world that Thou didft affift on 
Calvary. Pray, then, for all who at this moment 
are wounding the forrowful heart- of Jefus Chrift, 
and obtain their converfion. Intercede for thofe 
who are in mortal fm, that their eyes may be opened 
to fee their mifery, and help them to do fuch 
penance as may bring them to the joys of Heaven 
and the prefence of thine infinitely amiable Son. 



«Sbmmg* 



Quodcunque dixerit vobis facite.— Whatfoever Hejhattfay 
to you, do it. S. John ii. 5. 

IT is related in the Gofpel that Jefus and Mary 
were prefent at a marriage-feaft at Cana. 
When there was no more wine left for the table 
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the Virgin informed our Saviour, and on Hisr* 
i„ g: - Woman, what is it to me and to Ml 
8 \ * " • She turned to tne 

dwell particularly upon thofe word of V*£ 
« Whatfoever Hejhall/ay to you, do tt. In wem 

binding on aU mankind. Obey jews 

is the Virgin *^.^J%gL« 
foeakine from the cloud faid . i nts is ij 

our Lady preaches the fame Gofpel . wnaj 
He /hall fay unto you, do it." 

-THESE words, Immaculate Mother thou 

T addreffeft » » e aS WeU "1 ffl 
oh ! how difobedient I have been to 
I have broken His commandments ^and abufed Hi 
mercy. This is not all, for in drfobeymg ! Hm. 
have difobeyed thee, and added rem format 
thy heart. Oh I help me now at lead to begin ^ 
life of obedience ; as for the pan, I hate and 
nounce it, henceforth I defire to live to God aw- 
But it is not from a reliance on my ownurengi 
that I make this refolution, I am but weakne. 
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itfelf. No ! my Mother, I truft in thee ; and I 
befeech Thee to obtain for me grace at all times to 
follow out the commands of Thy Divine Son. 
Thou hall favoured many of Thy children who 
have had recourfe to thee at Lourdes^ and reftored 
phyfical and moral flrength to them j oh ! do not 
defpife me, though the moft unworthy of creatures, 
when I invoke thee by this glorious title ; and as 
a fign that thou loveft me, grant me my prefent 
petition. 
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The Ninth Day. 

Hie eft qui multum orat pro ^k-Thl^^ 
civitate, J«em.as prophet Ue. ; theMy cit, 
prayeth much for thefeofU,'™ (/»™ 

T T FRE we read that Judas Machakus had a 

if a Prophet is allowed to mterced for J> 
earth, much more mall Mary, the motter of C 
Himfelf be interefted in our falvatwn. «fl 
5M» prayed for all the eg ^of O* 
Queen of Prophets prays for the wnoi 
which needs prayer, that is for thofe ul purgatory 
as well as for thofe on earth. 
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INTERCEDE, moll loving Mother, not only for 
poorfinners in this world, but for thofe who 
are certain of their falvation, who have done with fin, 
yet am are detained in purgatory and have not en- 
tered into Heaven ; I recommend them earneftly 
to thy prayers, efpecially my deceafed relations, 
benefadors, and all who have died this day. And 
when the happy hour mall arrive which fhall 
fummon me from this world, pray for thy fervant 
that he may immediately enter into the joy of his 
Lord : or if he be detained in the cleanfing forrows 
of purgatory let him fpeedily experience thy loving 
interceffion and a glorious releafe. 



(Hutting* 



In plenitudine fan&orum detentio mea.— In the full 
ajfembly of the Saints is my habitation. Eccluf. xxiv, 
1 6. 

LET us clofe this Novena with a few thought*, 
of Mary in Heaven, and fervent afpirations 
for our true home. She is crowned the Queen of 
all God's Saints and her habitation is among them 
Oh, what joy ! what ineffable blifs. How mould we 
long for Heaven when we confidertfhe glory which 
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God has conferred upon thofe that love Him, and 
nnMarv who loved Him more than alL We, too 

of T^fus ChriO, who has declared that at w 

^ totftor." Courage, then ! for JMdjr 
in this world will be rewarded with glory m 



^UEEN of all Saints! I, a moft polluted to- 
Q „er, entreat thee to recommend ^ to thy 
S^, He alone can change ~ * »£, 

the beggar from the ^^jKtfnc* 
the dunghill, that He may fet tarn ^ ^ 
even the princes of His people. ™ 
Scripture give me courage and mak _e me^ n P 
eternal happinefs. I renounce "man ^;, 
pleafures, or worldly cares which may to* ^ 
loving God. I refolve alfo to av o.d .«& 
fo that I may not expofe myfdf wilfully to 
of difpleafing Him. Obtain for 
of Heaven and His glorious prefence- Help 
long for God and nothing elfe, that aU my thought 
may be direfled towards Him, all my action p 
formed for Him, and all my life devoted inn 
fervice. I rec<jmmend to thee once more an 
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petitions I have offered thee during this Novena, 
efpecially [...]. 0 Mary, mod dear Mother, 
turn not away from thy poor child, but mercifully 
hear and grant my prayer. 

Note.— The author of the beautiful ftanza on page 22, was Digby 
Mackworth-Dolben, who was drowned while bathing in the Welland 
[Rutland/hire) June 28, 1867, at the age of 19. Cujus 'animae 
mifereatur Deus. 



Note 2 to page 22. 
Tk!A do not aflc for Peace," i.e. fenfible confolations and delights, 
fnn? t ^ eaCe ? { 6od which belongs to the higher parts of the 
foul muft always be prayed for. 
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